
Dear SMMS Parents and Guardians;

I hope this letter finds you and your family well. Please know that you all are in my thoughts and 
prayers every day. First of all, please let me express my heartfelt thanks for all that you have 
done to make this very unexpected situation work. There is no way we would be able to offer 
our students remote learning without all the help and support you are giving them. Our youngest 
son is a freshman in HS and I am finding it difficult to keep up with him. I know many of you have 
multiple children you are helping through this and my hat is off to you. I know how challenging it 
is.

Now that Governor Dewine has extended school shutdowns though May 1st, I would like to give 
you a few updates:

-Students in grades K-8 will be graded pass/fail for the 4th nine weeks. Their year end letter 
grade will be an average of their first 3 nine weeks grades. If they are in a 2nd semester class, 
they will have a 3rd nine weeks letter grade and then a pass/fail for the 4th nine weeks.

-Students taking 8th grade classes for high school credit including Algebra, band, choir, health, 
physical education and art will receive letter grades.

-Please be aware that 4th nine weeks grades, pass/fail or letter grades, will count towards sports 
eligibility in the fall. Students must receive a passing grade in 5 subjects to be eligible for sports 
participation in the fall.

-We realize that many of you are working full time and also helping students at home. We are 
trying to keep the workload reduced and manageable. Students may look at the pass/fail grade 
and decide they only need to do 64% of assigned work to pass. This is not the case. Students do 
need to attempt to do all work assigned.

-If you are having problems with assignments, passwords, or Google classroom I encourage you 
to email the teacher using their school email account. I also encourage you to help your child 
check their school email account as teachers are sending students reminders about missing work, 
Zoom meetings etc.

-At the start of the first three week shut down, some teachers did send home some 
paperwork. At this time, we will not have a scheduled drop off for that. Please hold those for 
now. We can collect those and get them graded when the situation improves and there are less 
restrictions about being out and about.

-We have had some questions about the Washington D.C. trip for next year’s 8th grade class. At 
this point we are just on hold until the situation improves. We have not made any decisions to 
change anything and we are waiting to pick chaperones until we know more.

If there is anything I can do to help, or you are having trouble reaching a teacher, please feel free 
to email or call me anytime. Thanks again for all you are doing. Stay home and stay safe Riders!

Sincerely,
Mary Miller, Principal SMMS


